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As a school we are always thinking of how we can continue to develop our educational practice, 
reading around and researching different areas of the curriculum. I have started to read Alex 
Quigly’s book ‘Closing the Vocabulary Gap’ as I am really interested in how deprivation affects our 
children’s vocabulary and the impact it has (according to the author) on determining our status in 
life. Each week I will be providing key points and a discussion activity that you can join in with at 
home (check the curriculum box). At school, we will be looking at how we teach vocabulary 
explicitly and stop the ‘word poor’ getting poorer but enable all children to become ‘word rich’ and 
the ‘word rich’ becoming richer. 
A broad and deep vocabulary knowledge is said to be an essential prerequisite for successful 
reading - this is why we advocate that at school we focus on explicit instruction of learning to read in the classroom and 
encourage parents at home to read masses and masses of ‘real’ books for pleasure (fiction and nonfiction) with and to 
their children which helps develop vocabulary & knowledge. We still encourage you to log on to Bug Club as that is 
excellent practice for children to gain key basic vocabulary while they are learning to read and help with comprehension. 
We will be encouraging families to broadly read for pleasure, whilst emerging our children in word-rich classrooms with a 
focus on vocabulary development. 
We hope you will enjoy the discussion activities and look forward to continuing the discussions in school with the children. 

 
 
As it is Armistice Day on 11th November we will be holding Odd Sock Day on Tuesday 12th 
November. There will be Anti-Bullying class workshops held at school for the children on November 
6th and we will be discussing more activities with our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors after the half term 
for Anti-Bullying week. After the success last year of writing our Anti-Bullying pebbles and 
distributing them around the community we will be doing the same again this year - so if any of you 
are out and about this holiday and happen to stumble upon a pebble or smooth stone  - please 
bring it into school ready for anti-bullying week.  

(Please do not pick up loads off a beach as that is not environmentally friendly!!)  
  
 

Halloween: Parents have already started to ask about Halloween on 31st October and if the children can 
come to school dressed up. We know that not all parents agree with the festival, but we will be allowing the 
children to come in fancy dress on that day. It does not have to be a Halloween theme if you do not celebrate 
the occasion. The teachers are just relieved that no school trips have been organised for that day! 
 
Children In Need: Can I please apologise on the school’s behalf for the vocabulary used in last week’s 
newsletter around the description of our dress up day. It was not intended to hold negative connotations and we will 
certainly be more aware of our vocabulary around Mental Health; that even commonly used and mostly acceptable 
terminology is not appropriate or acceptable.  
 
This half term has been tremendous. The new children in EYFS have been amazing in settling in school. Once again our 
Teaching and Learning review, that all the schools in the Trust undertake, was extremely positive and we are working 
hard in improving our curriculum in light of the new Ofsted Education Inspection Framework...identifying and doing what is 
best for us at school and fitting their terms around that. I hope the newsletters have given you more insight as to what we 
do at school - we have had a lot of positive comments from parents - please remember to share the content with your 
child too. 
 
On behalf of all of the staff here at Timbercroft I would like to wish you all a restful half term and thank you for your 
continuing support.  
 
Debs Joyce and the Timbercroft Team 
 

 



Dates to remember: 

Holiday Dates: 
● Friday 18th October – last day of the half term 

● Monday 28th October – children return to 

school 

● Monday 16th December 9:30 AM Nursery & 

EYFS/1:30pm KS1 Christmas productions  

● Tuesday 17th December 9:30 KS1/1:30 PM 

Nursery & EYFS  KS1 Christmas productions 

● Friday 20th December – the last day of the term 

- 2:30 - KS2 Christmas carol service in the 

church 

● Monday 6th January - children return to school 

 

Don’t Forget Parent Pop in Friday Mornings: 

● 1st November 

● 6th December 

 

School Events 

● Friday 18th October RE Day Christianity 

● Wednesday 6th November - Anti Bullying 

Workshops 

● 11th - 15th November Anti-Bullying Week 

● Tuesday 19th November - Parents’ Evening 

● Thursday 21st November - Parents’ Evening 

● Monday 25th November - INSET day 

● Friday 29th November RE Day Buddhism 

● Monday 16th December (4pm) - invite to staff 

meeting to write the School’s Mental Health 

vision and mission statement 

Weekly Updates: 

Anti-Bullying:  

As you know 10 of our children were at the 

Anti-Bullying Ambassador training this week. They 

were a credit to the school and to you. The enthusiasm 

they showed to wanting to come back and make even 

more exciting things happen at school was 

overwhelming! 

The last task of the day was to come up with exciting 

ideas to continue to promote Anti-bullying throughout 

the year - which we do anyway - but BOY YOU WAIT TO 

SEE WHAT WE HAVE PLANNED SO FAR!! 

 

Harvest Festival 

Thank you for your donations to our       

Harvest Appeal.  

 

Curriculum - closing the vocabulary gap 

Get discussions going this week: 

‘ How do aeroplanes stay in the sky?’ 

Key vocabulary: 

● Thrust 

● Engine 

● Weight 

● Drag 

● Lift 

● Upward 

● Downward 

● Force 

● Generating  

● Jet  

 



Letters sent home this week: 

 

● Sports Clubs Letter  

● Propeller 

● Accelerate 

● and even vortex! 

You may want to research the Wright 

brothers, Newton’s 3rd law or other 

books or sites that develop interesting 

vocabulary. Make paper planes or 

paper helicopters. Have fun! 

Next time: Why did the Dodo become extinct? 

  Kids corner! 
 What do you call a dinosaur that is sleeping? 

A dino-snore! 

What is fast, loud and crunchy? 

A rocket chip! 

Why did the teddy bear say no to dessert? 

Because she was stuffed. 

If your child would like to submit a joke or any 
other information for this section, please contact 
either Mr Greenstock, Miss Cartwright or Mrs 
Joyce. 

 

You said this…. 

● My child keeps losing their jumper 

We did this… 

● All buildings have been checked by an adult this 
afternoon. All jumpers/fleeces/cardigans with 
names on them have been given back to the child it 
belongs to.  

● Please name all children’s clothes so that we can 
ensure clothing gets back to the right child.  

Please use our suggestion box outside of the school office to 
communicate with us or email 
info@timbercroft-maritime.org  

Look how busy we have been!  

 

 

Follow all our adventures on twitter @Timbercroftps 

www.timbercroftschool.org.uk Twitter: @Timbercroftps 

 

mailto:info@timbercroft-maritime.org
http://www.timbercroftschool.org.uk/

