
Timbercroft Weekly Newsletter 06/03/2020 

 

Pupil Voice 

A child came into school this morning and said to a member of staff, ‘Today’s going to be a good day’.  

When asked why they replied 

‘Because it’s a school day’.  

So lovely to hear.  

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
The latest advice about the Corona Virus outbreak has included a link to the Government's Action plan, please 
use this link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan/coronavirus-action-plan-a-guide-to-what-y
ou-can-expect-across-the-uk  
The main advice is to remind everyone of the importance of hygiene. Please speak to your children about 
their personal hygiene and remind them to wash their hands properly with soap and water. All classrooms and 
toilets in school have soap and water and all staff encourage the children to wash their hands correctly, 
throughout the school day.  

 

 

One of our Parents has kindly sent on the following message to share with you all regarding the Corona Virus: 
 
I work as a Medical Librarian at Imperial College London and wanted to share with the parents a free online 
Course that Imperial College London are offering on the Corona Virus called 'Science Matters: Let's talk about 
the Corona Virus https://www.coursera.org/learn/covid-19#faq 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan/coronavirus-action-plan-a-guide-to-what-you-can-expect-across-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan/coronavirus-action-plan-a-guide-to-what-you-can-expect-across-the-uk
https://www.coursera.org/learn/covid-19#faq


 
It's a series of videos from scientific experts giving facts about the virus, it's spread etc, and provides reliable 
sources of information. It's also going to be updated when new things emerge. I think this will be very helpful 
particularly as there is so much conflicting information in the Media. 

 
Thank you for your information, this is a brilliant resource for us to share.  
 
The Timbercroft Team 

 

Dates to remember: 

Holiday Dates: 

● Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April - 

Easter Holiday 

● Friday 8th May BANK Holiday 

● Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May - Half 

term 

● Thursday 16th July - last day at school for the 

summer term 

 

Don’t Forget Parent Pop in Friday Mornings: 

● 3rd April 

● 1st May 

● 5th June 

● 3rd July 

 

Letters this week 

● Whole school Aspirations and Achievement 

Week letter - via email 

● EYFS Parent Days 

Safeguarding 

In order to safeguard our children in the mornings, 

please can we ask parents and carers to vacate the 

premises as soon as possible so we can close the 

gates promptly at 9:00 am. Staff who attend the 

gates need to be in classes promptly to support the 

children at this time. Thank you.  

 

VE day Celebration 

This year is the 75th Anniversary of VE day. To mark 

the event with the children we will be holding a 

celebration in school on Wednesday 6th May 2020. 
More information will be shared nearer the time, 

please put the date in your diary.  

 

School Events 

● Monday 30th March & 2nd April KS1 & KS2 parents’ 

evening 

● Tuesday 31st March & 2nd April EYFS Parents day 

● Friday 13th March Benchball Tournament - Yr 5 / 6 

● Monday 16th March - Nursery Trip - Horniman 

Museum 

● Friday 20th March - Odd Socks Day for Down 

Syndrome Awareness Day 

● Thursday 26th March - Nursery Big Outcome 

● 30th March - 3rd April - Autism Awareness Week 

● 31st March Swan Lake trip 

● Wednesday 6th May - VE day celebration 

Aspiration and Achievement Week 

18th - 22nd May 2020 

At Timbercroft, we want to inspire and motivate our 

children so that they lift their sights beyond their 

immediate environment. This year at Timbercroft we are 

again dedicating one week of the Summer Term to this 

important task and we would like to ask for your help. 

Would you (or do you know anyone) be willing to spend some 

time in our school during that week talking to our children 

about your/their field of work and giving them an insight 

into the roles and responsibilities?   

We really hope you will feel able to offer some time and 

would like to hear from you before Friday 3rd April 2020 

so that we can organise a timetable. You may wish to 

consider how large or small a group you would like to talk to, 

whether you will bring any props or equipment along, 

whether there are any activities you would like the children 

to do as part of your input? You can offer from half an 

hour to spending the day or half day with us! We will be 

enormously grateful and you will be making a really valuable 

contribution to the lives of our young people.  

For further information, please see Mr Greenstock 

Thank you 

 



World Down Syndrome Day (Saturday 21st March 2020) 

How can we help? By wearing LOTS OF SOCKS! 

But not just any socks… you could wear the official #LotsOfSocks socks, other brightly coloured socks, long socks, 

printed socks, 1 sock… even 3 socks for 3 chromosomes. If you do not normally wear socks, you could wear them! On 

Friday 20th come to school wearing the most colourful socks you have and help raise awareness. 

 

 

Science Dome 
 

Nursery, Reception, Year 5 and 6 enjoyed lessons on Wednesday this week inside a giant science dome. They learnt 
about Dinosaurs, Space and The Natural Selection - Evolution and Inheritance.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://shop.worlddownsyndromeday.org/


Top Tips for Parents 
 

This term we will be having a regular feature for Top Tips for Parents. If you have any tips that you need or have any                         
good tips to share let us know and we can feature them in our newsletter. 
This week…. 

 
Top 9 Tips to Teaching Your Child Times 

Tables 

1. Get them familiar with multiplication concepts 

The first step with multiplication is to make sure your child is familiar 

with what the numbers in multiplications really represent. Before they 

can cope with multiplication they need to be confident with sequences 

of numbers. 

You can start when your child is quite young by practising counting in 

twos and threes, making number patterns and solving simple 

mathematical problems. Counting objects, making sets of similar 

objects and using blocks, LEGO or snap cubes can all help to increase 

your child’s confidence with number bonds and multiplication facts. 

 

2. Double your numbers 

If your child learns how to double numbers this will help them to make connections between 

different times tables, for example the 2, 4, and 8 times tables. 

3. Practise tables as a time-filler 

When you’re sitting at traffic lights or waiting in the doctor’s surgery it is the perfect 

opportunity for a bit of times table practice! It’s always better (for both your child and you!) 

to just spend a few minutes reciting or testing times tables rather than going into overdrive 

and spending too long practising them. 

4. Use the right vocabulary 

Make sure you are using the right language to talk about multiplication. 

Take a simple multiplication sum, such as 3 x 5 = 15. The 3 and the 5 are what we call factors 

of 15 and that 15 is a multiple of 3 and 5. 

You can also demonstrate this by looking at the whole 3 times table written out in a list. Point 

out that each answer is a number that is a multiple of 3. 

Finally, you can give your child a few sums to solve that use multiples of 3. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B000G3LR9Y/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B000G3LR9Y&linkCode=as2&tag=oxfowl-21
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster/education-jargon-buster-n-o/#numberbonds


5. Help them with the ones they find tricky 

There are usually one or two multiplication facts in each times table that are more difficult. 

When you notice that your child is stumbling over the same fact each time, try to give them 

extra practice. You could even get your child to write the fact out in a fun way on a piece of 

card and then stick it somewhere prominent (like on the fridge) so that they have an extra 

reminder! 

6. Use a number grid 

Printing off a simple 10 x 10 number grid can be a great way to 

demonstrate how times tables relate to number sequences. You can 

get your child to colour in multiples of different numbers on 

different number squares so that they can clearly see the number 

patterns. 

You can find a number square here, showing the 3 times table. 

 

 

 

7. Divide and conquer 

As well as learning the times tables, your child should also know the division facts for each 

times table. (For example, if 3 times 5 is 15, 15 divided by 5 is 3, and 15 divided by 3 is 5.) 

8. Make it real 

The danger with too much rote learning of times tables is that children can fail to see the use 

of times tables in real life. Try to take opportunities to get your child to use multiplication in 

problem solving, for example working out quantities for scaling up a recipe, or calculating the 

price of more than one item of shopping. 

9. Create a challenge 

Make it fun by turning times table practice into a competition or challenge for your child, by 

timing them and keeping a record of their scores. You could even join in yourself and set a 

challenge to learn a more difficult times table, such as the 13 times table and get your child 

to test you at the end of the week in exchange for testing them… 

 

https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2017/02/10/12/29/57/51/number_square_3_times_table.png


Look how busy we have been!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow all our adventures on twitter @Timbercroftps 

www.timbercroftschool.org.uk Twitter: @Timbercroftps 

 

 

http://www.timbercroftschool.org.uk/

