
Year: 2                            Term: Autumn 1 Topic: London’s Burning 

English 

Genres:  
Letters 

Diary Writing  

Firework Poetry 

 

Let’s Think 

English:  

 

Cross 

Curricular 

Maths:  
Money 

Position and 

direction 

Measurement 

- mass (Food) 

Time 

(History) 

Science:  
Working Scientifically  

-asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways observing closely, using simple equipment  

- performing simple tests 

- identifying and classifying  

- using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions  

- gathering and recording data to help in answering questions  

E.g.: Comparing uses of every day materials around the school with those found in other places. 

 

Uses of everyday materials – 

-identify and record the properties of everyday materials 

-identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses  

-find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching 

-investigate the use and suitability of everyday materials for a purpose 
PSHE: 
To help construct, and agree to follow, group, class 

and school rules and to understand how these rules 

help them. 

To learn different strategies to give constructive 

support and feedback to others e.g. negative and 

positive.  

 

 
SRE 

Talk about the ways boys and girls can be the same 

and different. 

Understand that some people have fixed ideas 

about what boys and girls can do. 

Describe the difference between male and female 

babies. 

Describe some differences between male and 

female animals. 

Describe some differences between boys and girls 

Understand that making a new life needs a male 

and a female. 

Describe the physical differences between males 

and females. 

Name the male and female body parts. 

  

Computing: 
English: Book Creator 

Publish diary entries 

electronically.  

 

History: Green Screen 

& Morfo Booth 

To be Samuel Pepys 

reciting diary entries. 

 

Coding: Beebots 

What is the best route 

out of the fire? 

 

 

Humanities:  
History- Events beyond living memory:  

Great Fire of London  

What happened during the fire?  

Why did the fire spread so far and stay alight for so long? 

How were people affected by the fire?  

How do we know what happened in the Great Fire? 

How was London rebuilt after the fire? 

 
History- Events beyond living memory:  

The Gunpowder Plot and the English Civil Wars  

Who was Guy Fawkes? 

What was the Gunpowder Plot and what happened? 

What happened after the Gunpowder Plot? 

Who was Robert Catesby?  

What was the lasting effect on London and England?  

What were the consequences for the conspirators?  

 
 

Geography –  

•Can they label a diagram or photograph using some geographical words?  

• Can they find out about a locality by using different sources of evidence?  

• Can they find out about a locality by asking some relevant questions to someone else? 

Children to ask questions about The Great Fire of London. Where did it start? How far did it spread? How did it end? 

Think about what part the weather played during this event. 

Maps of London showing the scale of the damage created by the children. Label boundary of city walls and river Thames. 

Shade area on the map of where the fire happened.  

 

 



Art 
Create Firework Art 

I can explore ideas in art. 

I can investigate different art materials. 

When I have tried out different materials and art techniques, I can say 

what I think of them and say what I want to do. 

I can talk about differences between my own and others’ art work. 

I can point out parts of my work which could be improved. 

I try to suggest ways of improving it. 

D&T:Bake a cake/bread from Pepys’s diary – Link to Pudding 

Lane – Big Outcome Café 
Demonstrate how to prepare simple dishes safely and hygienically, without 

using a heat source. 

Demonstrate how to use techniques such as cutting, peeling and grating. 

French: 
Year 2 teaching focus: 

• Numbers 11 – 20 and beyond 

• Use books or glossaries to find the meanings of new words (Use these for the following teaching points: 

-Name and describe their family members. (Big, small, hair colour, eye colour) 

They could describe Guy Fawkes to link to theme. That would look amazing on the topic display.  

They could also learn animal’s names and describe them in your Australian topic (Science).  

-Name and describe places - landmarks in London (This could link to The Great Fire of London).  

-Name and describe objects – You could link this to the weather in the beach topic. The sun is hot today etc. My ice cream is 

cold.  

• Create short script for puppets during the beach topic. Cover names, ages and how they are feeling? What’s the weather 

like today?  

• Register in French. Bonjour ________. Respond - Bonjour Madame (Mrs), Bonjour Mademoiselle (Miss), Bonjour Monsieur.  

Music: 
Year 2 will be learning the 
Glockenspiel.  
London’s Burning 

Can I sing and follow the 

melody? 

Can I sing accurately at a given 

pitch? 

Can I perform simple patterns 

and accompaniments keeping at 

a steady pulse? 

Can I play simple rhythmic 

patterns on an instrument? 

Can I perform with others? 

P.E:  
Unit 1 Boot Camp 

Learning objectives:  

•  To understand how to prepare the body 

for exercise. 

•  To understand what fitness means. 

Learning outcomes:  

•  Experience some of the changes that 

occur during exercise.  

•  Raise heart rate.  

•  Develop agility and co-ordination.  

•  Perform simple patterns of movement. 

Unit 1 Multi-skills 

Learning objectives:  

•  To explore static balancing.  

•  To understand concepts of bases. 

Learning outcome:  

•  Learn about a stable base and losing 

balance.  

Prior learning:  

•  ABC (agility, balance and co-ordination) 

from Year 1. 

R.E:  
Years 1 & 2 

Key questions to cover: 

What do Christians remember about Christmas? What do Christians believe about Jesus? What values do Christians 

believe Jesus taught and how? What do symbols of Easter represent? Why is Easter important for Christians? What 

happens in a Christian place of worship? 

Think about: 

Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ birth who they believe to be the son of God. Jesus’ teaching and life give 

Christians the perfect example. Stories that develop Christian values e.g. The Lost Son, The Good Samaritan. Jesus 

taught the two greatest commandments – Love God and Love your neighbour. Symbols – cross, egg, palm crosses, Easter 

gardens, colours of vestments and candles.  

 


