
 

Reception and Nursery weeks 3-4 (to commence the first week after the Easter Break) 

 

 

Week 3 

 

What’s missing? 

 

You will need: 

Assorted objects 

Fabric 

(scarf/pillowcase) 

Communication/language and literacy activity- 

 

 

Grab a variety of objects (between 5 and 10) and 

place them on the floor or the table. Children are 

to name each object one by one. Cover the 

objects with a cloth and tell the children to close 

their eyes. Remove an item and put it behind your 

back. Can the children name the object that was 

removed? You can help them by describing the 

object to help them guess. This can be repeated 

several times and children can also have a go at 

being the ‘remover’ themselves. Encourage them 

to use descriptive words to help you guess what is 

missing, 

 

 

To extend this (this can be done at a separate 

time depending on children’s sustain of interest) 

get children to draw an object behind a partition 

and get them to describe it as they draw it. Once 

they have drawn it, using descriptive words can 

they label/write short sentences about it. What 

is it? What does it look like? What is it used for? 

Etc.. 

 

 

Bath time- Capacity  

 

 

Give children different size containers and ask 

them to estimate which ones they think will 

contain the most water/least water and why. Ask 

them to check their estimates and see if they 

were right or not? Look at the width/length of 

containers.  

See if they can transfer the water in different 

ways ie pouring, sponging, using spoons, straws 

etc.  

 

 

Extend children by giving them a measuring jug 

with numbers on. Explain that the number means 

milliletres and this is how we measure liquids. Look 

at how the same amount of liquid ie-50ml looks in 

different containers. If the number stays the 

same then why does this look different in 

different containers? 



 

 

Week 4  

 

 

 

Spring 

Look for the signs of spring, If you are going out 

take a look around the park (please see 

government guidelines about going out). If at 

home research what happens during the 

springtime. 

 

With the information and keywords, make a 

poster.  

Use your phonic sounds to write the words and/or 

ask an adult to write the words and have a go at 

forming the different letters. Make it look eye 

catching with drawing/painting pictures of the 

different spring signs that you saw.  

 

Extensions - Reception.Write sentences around 

what you see in spring. For example - The grass is 

green/I can see yellow flowers etc. Remember 

your full stops and capital letters  

 

Nursery. -Tell the adult what you like best about 

spring. See if you have a spring book you can read 

together or look on the internet for a spring 

related story.  

 

Here are some examples of spring books. 

When will it be spring little bear  

Flora’s flowers  

Hungry caterpillar 

Maths. The bean project/growing 

 

Over the next few weeks record and observe 

what happens to your plant/beans/cress/seeds. 

 

Step one - use the chart provided to record the 

information you find out, during this project 

 

Step 2 - Plant the seeds/beans/cress into 2 trays 

 

Step 3 - Place one tray in a window where there is 

sunlight and look after it by watering it. 

 

Step 4 - Place the other tray in a dark place, 

water it, but do not give it sunlight. 

 

Step 5 - Each week record what is happening to 

each of the seeds/beans/cress. For example - 

What does it look like/how tall is it. 

 

Extensions - Have a discussion with an adult about 

what is happening and why you think there are 

differences between the 2 trays. What do plants 

need in order to grow?  

 



 

Jaspers Beanstalk 

Oliver’s vegetables  

The tiny seed 

Jim and the Beanstalk  

 

weeks Tray one - In sunlight Tray two - In darkness  What are the differences  

Week 1 
 
 
 

   

Week 2 
 
 
 

   

Week 3 
 
 
 

   

Week 4 
 
 
 

   

Week 5 
 
 
 

   



 

Use more weeks if you would like to continue the observations.  


