
Blue Planet Project: Year 6 

We have set some tasks below for you to complete over the coming 

weeks. These are based around the work by Sir David Attenborough 

and his Blue Planet series. 

We have concentrated on the world's bodies of water and pollution 

within it. You will find tasks covering the whole curriculum. There is 

no set order in which to do this, we only ask that you do a little each 

day. 

Happy Learning ☺ 

Mrs Liptrot, Miss Wand & Mrs Ellis 

 

ENGLISH: 

● Narrative poems: Personify plastic pollution as a predator or write about 

a ‘war against pollution’. 

● Diary entry: Using picture and video evidence, children write from the 

perspective of a sailor or explorer who encounters a ‘trash island’ during 

their travels. 

● Narrative 

 

Where is this person? What equipment has he got? Is he alone? 

What is he trying to do? Why? 

Write a narrative about what is seen and filmed by this diver. 

 

● Newspaper article: Write about the harm the plastic pollution is causing, 

offering simple commands at the end for how people can reduce their use 

of single-use plastic. 

● Persuasive leaflet 

● How can you persuade people to stop the use of single use plastics? 

Sandwich bags, disposable razors, plastic cutlery and so on. 

 

 

 

 



Balanced argument/ Discussion: All plastic should be banned 

Write a balanced argument for this statement. 

Remember point, evidence, explanation. 

Present tense 

Conjunctions 

Third person 

Impersonal 

Formal 

Technical vocab 

 

● Non-chronological report 

Research coral reefs and write a non-chronological report.  

Present tense 

Third person 

Technical vocabulary 

Factual language 

 

Make sure you use a full range of punctuation including colons, semi-colons and 

dashes in all your work.  

Check your work for: 

Subject/verb agreement                    consistent tense and person 

Paragraphs with cohesive links            suitable genre features 

 

DT:  

● Think, design and draw 10 creative ways to reuse plastic bottles. 

● Design something that could be used to remove the plastics from our 

oceans.  



 

MATHS: 

● Thinking about our oceans. 

If 1ml = 1cm3 and 1cm3 of fresh water weighs 1g. How much would 1m3 weigh? 

Find out if salt water weighs more or less than salt water, then find out the 

volume of different oceans and work out the mass of the salt water. Think 

about how you will display your data 

ART:  

● Produce a piece of artwork (can be digital) that highlights the problem of 

plastics in our oceans. 

Examples (NOT to be copied!) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GEOGRAPHY:  

● Plastic pollution presents a wealth of opportunities for writing. Allow 

children to look at a range of images that contain plastic pollution: a 

‘trash island’ in the ocean, piles of plastic litter on the beach or, if 

appropriate, pictures of animals that have been hurt by plastic pollution. 

Children could also watch the Kids Against Plastic video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLQN2Y4v1bI and collate facts, 

figures and ideas about plastic pollution. 

● Together We Can #ProtectOurHome 

For 2020 World Oceans Day is uniting conservation action to grow the 

global movement calling on world leaders to protect 30% of our blue 

planet by 2030. What do YOU think the governments around the world 

should put in place so by 2030 at least 30% of our ocean is protected? 

● Find out about major pollution incidents caused by human behaviour (e.g. 

Exxon Valdez) what impact did they have or are they still having? 

● Explore the different zones of the world’s oceans, paying attention to 

temperature, depth, plants and animals and what exploration has been 

carried out in each. Produce an in-depth fact file for each zone. 

● Write questions that cover the 5 reading domains below about your ocean 

zone fact file. 

1. Give/explain the meanings of the words in context (decoding) 

2. Retrieve and record information (key details) 

3. Make inferences from the text 

4. Predict what might happen. 

5. Summarise main ideas 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGfIsMMTbL4 

–plastic bags in the ocean 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAdmiSAPdfk 

–how much plastic is in our oceans 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbJo2jpUdDo 

-how to stop plastics entering the oceans 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLx4fVsYdTI&list=PLC-e6qM6g3VqoulICji9

X4r5o1_vQMWcP                                                                                       – 
plastic awareness 2018 

● Complete a ‘plastic’ diary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLQN2Y4v1bI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGfIsMMTbL4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAdmiSAPdfk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbJo2jpUdDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLx4fVsYdTI&list=PLC-e6qM6g3VqoulICji9X4r5o1_vQMWcP
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLx4fVsYdTI&list=PLC-e6qM6g3VqoulICji9X4r5o1_vQMWcP


 

 



COMPUTING: 

● Create a PowerPoint project of all your work. 

● Record yourself explaining the environmental issues surrounding plastic 

pollution in our oceans (especially your balanced argument). 

● Role play: create a short sketch based on the given scenarios. 

Explain that the residents of Greensea Cove are finding that their 

seaside town is getting more and more polluted by plastics in the sea and 

on the beaches. They have decided to call a meeting so that different 

groups can discuss the problem with the local councillor. Using the role 

play cards prepare a short sketch feel free to add further information 

and present your own interpretation of the ‘characters’. Have someone 

record you.  

Scenario 1:  

 Manager of the Greensea Cove tourist office: 

Tourism brings much-needed money into your quiet seaside town. But the beaches are full of 

litter and most of it comes from food packaging and plastic bags that people leave behind. You 

are worried that unsightly rubbish on the beach will keep tourists away. Hotels, shops and other 

local businesses will lose customers. You believe the council should do more to clean up the 

beaches and provide better rubbish disposal and recycling services. 

Scenario 2:  

 Environmentalist:  

You are worried because the plastic left on the beaches is polluting the seas and affecting 

wildlife. For you, the problem is not how to dispose of plastic waste, but how to make sure that 

there is less of it in the first place. You believe that more than half the plastic rubbish that 

homes throw away comes from supermarket packaging. You think that supermarkets should pay a 

tax on all plastic packaging, just as they do on plastic bags.  

 

 

 

 

 



Scenario 3:  

 Resident of Greensea Cove: 

You moved to Greensea Cove to live near its beautiful beaches. But you have noticed that it’s 

becoming more littered with plastic. You help to organise a beach clean-up every year, but the 

rubbish keeps piling up. Visitors enjoy picnics on the beach, but they often leave their litter 

behind.  The rubbish bins are always full, and litter blows into the sea. You know that this 

pollutes the seas and can kill wildlife.  

Scenario 4:  

 Supermarket manager: 

You are the manager of the supermarket in Greensea Cove. You know that your customers 

expect the best food at low prices. Plastic packaging keeps your food fresh and clean. It’s also 

strong, which means that less food is damaged when it is transported. This means that less food 

is wasted. You want to keep your customers happy and keep prices down – after all, you don’t 

want them to shop at a different supermarket!  

Scenario 5:  

 Local councillor: 

Plastic rubbish is a big problem in Greensea Cove.  You want visitors to keep coming to the beach 

(they bring in money), but it costs the council a lot to provide rubbish bins and recycling 

services. The council does not have a lot of money to spare and you have many services to pay 

for including local transport, care for the elderly, education services, libraries and parks. Who 

should pay for rubbish disposal? You are going to be chairing this meeting  and inviting people to 

present their views.  Make sure that everyone has the chance to be heard and ask them what 

can be done to solve the problem.  

 

 

 

 



HISTORY: 

● What things have previously been put in place to help combat plastic 

pollution? 

● Which historical figures were involved?  

● How have the oceans changed over the last 50 years? 

● How have the oceans eco-systems changed in the last 50 years?  

 

● Create a timeline of the key events in the History of Plastic. 

Where did it start? Who invented it…etc?  

 

● Find out about famous explorers who travelled the oceans by ship. (James 

Cook) and how what they discovered has influenced our modern 

understanding of the world. 

● Think about how you will present your findings. Could you do a PowerPoint 

and include visuals and sound? 

 

● Research the Royal Navy Produce and information article about the navy. 

● When did it start? 

● What were the first vessels like? 

● Think about historical sailors, battles and voyages. 

● The Women’s Royal Navy 

 

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QW3OGMZ1bWc 

- a brief history of plastics 

 

Here are some resources that may help and some websites that 

could be useful. (note the use of modal verbs in that sentence) 

https://www.nrdc.org/stories/ocean-pollution-dirty-facts 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/marine-pollution/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNFUwVcpZAI   how waste ends up in our oceans 

 

ADDITIONAL WORK:  

Passwords have been re-issued for;  

● Bug Club 

● TT Rock Stars   

● My Maths  

where work will be set and checked frequently, with the expectation that it is 

fully completed.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QW3OGMZ1bWc
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/ocean-pollution-dirty-facts
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/marine-pollution/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNFUwVcpZAI

