
Reception Home Learning weeks 3-4 

 

 

This document is for those who are looking for a little more structure going forward. It is up to you whether you decide to follow this 

sequence of learning or take ideas from the general bank of ideas.  

 

I have included the following age brackets (40/60 months) as well as the Early Learning goals for Literacy, Maths and Understanding 

the World. Please use these as a guide and not a goal post. They are to give you an idea of what you are working towards with your 

children. 

 

 

Literacy: 

 

Reading 40/60; Continues a rhyming string; Hears and says the initial sound in words; Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend 

them together and knows which letters represent some of them; Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 

alphabet; Begins to read words and simple sentences; Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their 

experiences of books; Enjoys an increasing range of books; Knows that information can be retrieved from books and computers. 

 

Writing 40/60; Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint; Begins to break the flow of speech into words; 

Continues a rhyming string; Hears and says the initial sound in words; can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together; 

Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet; Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate 

meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence; Writes own name and other things such as labels,captions; Attempts to 

write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 

 

Reading ELG; Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 

accurately. They also read some common irregular words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they 

have read. 

 

 

 



Writing ELG; 

Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common 

words. They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are 

phonetically plausible. 

Maths: 

 

Number 40/60;•Recognise some numerals of personal significance. •Recognises numerals 1 to 5. •Counts up to three or four objects by 

saying one number name for each item. •Counts actions or objects which cannot be moved. •Counts objects to 10, and beginning to count 

beyond 10. •Counts out up to six objects from a larger group. 

•Selects the correct numeral to represent 1 to 5, then 1 to 10 objects. •Counts an irregular arrangement of up to ten objects. 

•Estimates how many objects they can see and checks by counting them. •Uses the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to compare two sets of 

objects. •Finds the total number of items in two groups by counting all of them. •Says the number that is one more than a given number. 

•Finds one more or one less from a group of up to five objects, then ten objects. • In practical activities and discussion, beginning to 

use the vocabulary involved in adding and subtracting. •Records, using marks that they can interpret and explain. •Begins to identify own 

mathematical problems.  

 

Shape, space and measure 40/60; •Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D shapes, and mathematical 

terms to describe shapes. •Selects a particular named shape. •Can describe their relative position such as ‘behind’ or ‘next to’. •Orders 

two or three items by length or height. •Orders two items by weight or capacity. •Uses familiar objects and common shapes to create 

and recreate patterns and build models. •Uses everyday language related to time. •Beginning to use everyday language related to money. 

•Orders and sequences familiar events. •Measures short periods of time in simple ways. 

 

Number ELG;Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order and say which number is one more or one less 

than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the 

answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 

 

Shape, space and measure ELG;Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to 

compare quantities and objects and to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of 

everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them. 

 



Understanding: 

 

The World 40/60;•Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

 

People and Communities 40/60;•Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines 

 

Technology 40/60;Completes a simple program on a computer. •Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer software.  

 

The World ELG;Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk 

about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of 

animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 

 

People and Communities ELG; Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They 

know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences 

between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.  

 

Technology ELG; Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select and use 

technology for particular purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Maths  Phonics/Literacy  Spring/Understanding  



Week 3  Adding: Revisit this throughout the 

week, encouraging more independence 

each time and add different factors to 

extend learning (read ahead for 

clarification on this.) 

 

Use a dice/flash cards to generate 

sums. Add using practical methods. For 

example use counters, pom poms to add 

the numbers together and find the 

total. 

 

To move children on you could; 

 

Give children the answer first. For 

example ‘The answer is 9 ( ? + ? = 9) 

What two numbers make 9? Are there 

different combinations to make 9? For 

example 3+6=9, 2+7=9, 5+4= 9 

 

Don’t be afraid to turn it into an 

investigation. Give children total 

numbers and see how many different 

ways they can make that number.  

 

 

Adding on numberlines- 

 

Print off blank number lines to 20 

(these are available online or you could 

draw some) Fill in some of the numbers 

and get children to fill in the rest of 

RECAP: 

Grab phonics flash cards or  phonics 

sound mats phase 2 and 3. Flash the 

sounds at the children or if they have 

a sound mat ask for a sound and get 

them to point at the sound and make 

it. For example; find me ‘ch’, find me 

‘igh.’  

 

TEACH:Identify a sound/two sounds 

that you think they found a little 

tricky. Choose these sounds and try 

and think of as many words that have 

this sound in.  

 

Cover the words and pick a few for 

them to practise writing on their own 

using the sound buttons and dashes 

(see tapestry video for explanation on 

this.) 

 

APPLYSee if you can extend children 

to write a short sentence using the 

words they have already written. (You 

may like to have tricky words on a 

word mat for children to identify 

them and use them in their 

sentences.) 

 

Or;  

 

Cut paper up/use post-its and write 

Looking for signs of Spring! 

 

Understanding the World.  

 
Look for the signs of spring, If you are going 

out take a look around the park (please see 

government guidelines about going out). If at 

home research what happens during the 

springtime. 

 

With the information and keywords, make a 

poster.  

Use your phonic sounds to write the words and 

captions to label your poster.  

 

Children can use initial and end sounds to label 

for example they might write flower like this; 

f-u (the f is the beginning sound and they may 

hear the end sound as ‘u’ 

They may try and write the whole word; 

Flowu- is perfectly acceptable.  

They may like to write a simple sentence such 

as; dasees in the grus (daisies in the grass.)  

Make it look eye catching with drawing/painting 

pictures of the different spring signs that you 

saw.  

 

Extensions -Write sentences around what you 

see in spring. For example - The grass is 

green/I can see yellow flowers etc. Remember 

your full stops and capital letters and finger 

spaces.  

 



the numbers, switching up which 

numbers they have to fill in for each 

number line. This is a great way to 

practise their number formation and 

having a premade number line is handy 

so they can see the correct numbers 

themselves if they get stuck. Then use 

these number lines to add. 

 

The way we teach addition on number 

lines at Timbercroft is; 

https://www.google.com/search?q=num

ber+line+addition&rlz=1CATAVM_enGB

894GB894&oq=number+line+addition&a

qs=chrome..69i57j0l7.4583j0j4&sourc

eid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ss

ui=on#kpvalbx=_flqpXrqiGYnIgQbK-Iq

4AQ120 

 

Make sure children circle the number 

they are starting from and jump over. 
(Not under as this is for subtraction.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sounds on. How many words can you 

make together using the sounds? Can 

you make silly words/nonsense words? 

 

Practise reading the words, you could 

make these into silly sentences too.  

Week 4  Subtraction- 

 

RECAP: 

Grab phonics flash cards or  phonics 

Bean/Plant Diaries 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=number+line+addition&rlz=1CATAVM_enGB894GB894&oq=number+line+addition&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l7.4583j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#kpvalbx=_flqpXrqiGYnIgQbK-Iq4AQ120
https://www.google.com/search?q=number+line+addition&rlz=1CATAVM_enGB894GB894&oq=number+line+addition&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l7.4583j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#kpvalbx=_flqpXrqiGYnIgQbK-Iq4AQ120
https://www.google.com/search?q=number+line+addition&rlz=1CATAVM_enGB894GB894&oq=number+line+addition&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l7.4583j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#kpvalbx=_flqpXrqiGYnIgQbK-Iq4AQ120
https://www.google.com/search?q=number+line+addition&rlz=1CATAVM_enGB894GB894&oq=number+line+addition&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l7.4583j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#kpvalbx=_flqpXrqiGYnIgQbK-Iq4AQ120
https://www.google.com/search?q=number+line+addition&rlz=1CATAVM_enGB894GB894&oq=number+line+addition&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l7.4583j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#kpvalbx=_flqpXrqiGYnIgQbK-Iq4AQ120
https://www.google.com/search?q=number+line+addition&rlz=1CATAVM_enGB894GB894&oq=number+line+addition&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l7.4583j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#kpvalbx=_flqpXrqiGYnIgQbK-Iq4AQ120
https://www.google.com/search?q=number+line+addition&rlz=1CATAVM_enGB894GB894&oq=number+line+addition&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l7.4583j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#kpvalbx=_flqpXrqiGYnIgQbK-Iq4AQ120


Give children a number of ‘sweets’ or 

counters and ask them to count out a 

number. Then ask them to take a 

number away. How many do they have 

left? Introduce them to mathematical 

language such as subtract, equals and 

show them what the symbols look like.  

 

Moving on from this;  

Have numbers to 20 

Ask children to pick a number/number 

fan/flash card. 

Get children to write the sum out 

(model it if necessary) and work it out 

using counters.  

 

What happens when they put the 

smaller number first? 

Can they tell you what and why? With 

some support. 

 

 

 

sound mats phase 2 and 3. Flash the 

sounds at them and see what sounds 

they can say. You could also create a 

bingo mat with a few sounds on and 

call out sounds so children can cross 

them off as they hear them. (this 

makes it more fun!) 

 

TEACH: 

Identify a sound/two sounds that you 

think they found a little tricky. 

Choose these sounds and try and 

think of as many words that have this 

sound in.  

 

Cover the words and pick a few for 

them to practise writing on their own 

using the sound buttons and dashes 

(see tapestry video for explanation on 

this.) 

 

APPLY:See if you can extend children 

to write a short sentence using the 

words they have already written. (You 

may like to have tricky words on a 

word mat for children to identify 

them and use them in their 

sentences.) You can draw boxes to 

represent the words. So for example 

if the sentence is “The dog is quick.” 

You might draw 4 boxes so children 

know there are 4 words in the 

Encourage children to keep a plant 

diary and draw and write about the 

changes. Why do they think these 

changes have happened? What do 

they think will happen if they take 

certain elements such as 

water/sunlight away? 

 

 

They can write labels as opposed 

to full sentences if necessary. 

Encourage them to use their 

phonics to try and sound out 

words.  

 

Follow this link for a template: 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource

/my-diary-of-a-sunflower-booklet-

template-t-tp-7074 

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/my-diary-of-a-sunflower-booklet-template-t-tp-7074
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/my-diary-of-a-sunflower-booklet-template-t-tp-7074
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/my-diary-of-a-sunflower-booklet-template-t-tp-7074


sentence and they have to fill each 

box to write their sentence.  

 

Or; Cut paper up/use post-its and 

write sounds on. How many words can 

you make together using the sounds? 

Can you make silly words/nonsense 

words? 

 

Practise reading the words, you could 

make these into silly sentences too.  

 


