
 Project 3 Handa’s Surprise     week 1  

Reading 
 

Sequence the story of Handa’s surprise using 
time connectives  
First, next, then, after, finally  
Please see below for word mats and pictures 
Comprehension  
create your own questions for the story 
Who, what, where, when, how, why? 
(eg why did Handa have fruit in her basket? How 
did the animals steal the fruit?) 
what questions could you ask the characters? 

Writing 
 

Write your favourite part of the story, explain what 
happens? Why is it your favourite part? Is it in the 
beginning, middle or ending of the story? 
 
Change the ending of the story. Re-write to make it 
more descriptive using skills you have learnt, change a 
character, change what happens etc  
Remember to extend your sentences with ‘because’ 
and ‘and’.  

ART/DT 
 

Still life painting/sketch/drawing of the 
fruit in your home  
 
Make a fruit salad with a grown up, chop, 
cut, slice, peel, wash 
Please remember to be safe when holding 
and using a knife. Also, before starting, 
WASH YOUR HANDS! 
 
  

Maths 
 

Money: Make a fruit/toy shop 
Make a price list/make price tags 
See below for a example 
 
Time: use a timer, you have 1 minute, how many 
star jumps/hops/claps etc can you do in 1 
minute.  
Now present your data in a bar graph  
(see below) 
 
 

Phonics 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

username : march20 
password: home  

What is the rule for these alternative sounds? 
What other words can you find? 
Oa/oe/ow/o-e  
Eg coat, toe, bow, phone  
Ch/tch  
Eg chop, catch  
spellings: 
names of the animals (see list below), First, next, then, 
after, finally and Who, what, where, when, how, why? 

Science 
 

Youtube – How to make bubble snakes? 
 
Floating and sinking – link to the fruit in 
your house or in the story what floats and 
what sinks – can you find out why? 
 
plants - one of our science topics was 
plants - are there any plants native to 
Africa? why is this? 
 

 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Project 3 Handa’s Surprise        week 2  

Topic –History/Geography 
 

Research African culture – create a mind map  
People, food, culture, celebrations, language, music  
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/africa-facts
.html 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSYHMWmyVfo 
 
Look at the position of Kenya on a map – describe its 
position, N,S,E,W what is it next too, below, above? 
position to the equator etc  

- Design your own African inspired dress (see 
below for support materials) 

Writing 
Write a character description of Handa. 
Think about her personality as well as 
appearance. Use ‘and’, ‘because’, ‘but’ to 
extend your sentences.  
 
Write a setting description using adjectives 
and similes 
Adjectives are describing words such as big, 
small, tall etc  
Similes are when you compare one thing to 
another eg: my bedroom is as tall as a 
giraffe.  
 
choose a setting (place) in your home to 
write one about and then choose a setting 
from the book to write one about  

ART/DT 
Craft paper basket – what is the biggest/smallest 
thing that will fit? What is the heaviest/lightest 
thing that will fit?  
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/search/pins/?q=cra
ft%20paper%20basket&rs=typed&term_meta[]=
craft%7Ctyped&term_meta[]=paper%7Ctyped&t
erm_meta[]=basket%7Ctyped 
 
 
Make animal finger puppets and retell the story 
 
use recycling materials in your home eg milk 
bottles to make a bird house (see below) 
 place in our garden if you have one and see how 
many birds it attracts. What different birds do 
you see? 
if you don’t have a garden maybe we can use it in 
the year one area at school to see if it attracts 
any birds.  

Maths 
 

Number patterns:  
Count in 2s, 3s, 5s from these numbers  
2 _ _ _ _  _                  20  _ _  _ _ _ _ 
5 _ _ _ _ _                   21 _ _ _ __  _ 
10 _  _ _  _ _               15  _ _ _ _ _ 
 
practice your times tables 2s 5s 10s 3s 4s 
songs on youtube to help, Percy Parker songs  

Phonics 
What is the rule for these alternative 
sounds? 
What other words can you find? 
c/s  
eg cycle, soft 
i/I  
eg ice, ink, bike, tip  
 
spellings: Kenya, Africa, North, South, East, 
West, equator, below,  

Science 
the book is very colourful so experiment with 

your colours  
Youtube – travelling water experiment for kids  
What colours can you use? 
 
Youtube – sciencefun.org  
Show us what experiments you do  
 
materials - think about what we learnt about in 
science at school - what materials in your house 

https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/africa-facts.html
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/africa-facts.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSYHMWmyVfo
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/search/pins/?q=craft%20paper%20basket&rs=typed&term_meta%5b%5d=craft%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=paper%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=basket%7Ctyped
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/search/pins/?q=craft%20paper%20basket&rs=typed&term_meta%5b%5d=craft%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=paper%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=basket%7Ctyped
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/search/pins/?q=craft%20paper%20basket&rs=typed&term_meta%5b%5d=craft%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=paper%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=basket%7Ctyped
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/search/pins/?q=craft%20paper%20basket&rs=typed&term_meta%5b%5d=craft%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=paper%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=basket%7Ctyped


could you make a basket out of/ or a piece of 
clothing out of for Handa? why is that a good 
material? why did it not work?  
 

 

 

Word mat for story  

 

  



sequencing pictures  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example of shop and price list Examples of African dresses  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



bird house                                                                                                         bar graph

 


