
Weeks beginning Monday 18th May & 1st June 

Brazil - Ancient Greeks 

Reading 

Bug club is set up and there are lots of exciting books on there for you to read. I will monitor 

the reading happening so I can see any areas you are struggling with so I can help you.  

 

Reading books you have at home would be great. You could read to your parents and they could 

read to you. You could read a paragraph each and ask each other questions. Don’t forget the 

other things you could read. Recipes for cooking etc.  

 

This is one of Aesop’s Fables in the form of a play script, this version has two different endings 

for you to explore. 

 

 



 

 

Choose some of the activities listed below based around this fable: 

 

- List all the vocabulary you don’t understand or know the meaning of and look up the 

definition. 

- With some help from others in your household, perform the play with the three different 

endings (you could even dress up) 

- What is a fable and why were they important to the Ancient Greeks? 

- Do you think we can learn from this today, if so, what can be learnt? 

- Write your own ending to the story (maybe they ask the Queen Ant for advice) 

- Create your own character cards (similar to the ones we made for The Creakers). Make 

sure that you include some statistics about them as well as a short paragraph. 

- Write about what a character might be thinking or feeling at different stages of the 

story. You could write it in the first person or in a speech bubble. 

- Write a short newspaper article for one of the endings (have a look here for a reminder 

about newspaper reports: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/z2gk9qt) 
- Summarise the story in 30 words or less. If you feel like challenging yourself, can you do 

it in 25 words or less? 

- Predict what the grasshopper might do next year, has he learnt his lesson about being 

prepared or not? 

 

 

English 

 

- Research about life in Ancient Greece, what were their houses, food and clothes like? 

Create a leaflet or pamphlet to share what you have learnt with others. 

 

- Write a story or diary entry about a child going about their day in Ancient Greece. 

 

Use some of the success criteria below which we have covered in class this year.  

 

Composition, for years ⅚ 
 

1. Noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary. 

2. Using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs. 

3. Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 

meaning. 

4. Proofread for spelling and punctuation errors. 
 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/z2gk9qt


English Appendix 2: Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation, for years 4/5 

 

1. Expanded noun phrases - addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and prepositional phrases 

2. Fronted adverbials 

3. Devices to build cohesion - use of interesting connectives within paragraphs (not just: and, 

but & or!) 

4. Relative clauses - adding extra information into the middle of a sentence. (e.g. My brother, 
who lives in Canada, is older.) (Who and whose for a clause involving a person. Which, 

where, when or that for objects.) 

 

 

Maths 

 

Mymaths and TimesTables Rock Stars! (This is set daily and I will be monitoring to see what 

you understand and what you will need more support with.) 

 

Have a look at these maths challenges and give them a go! 

 

Theseus’ problem: 

Theseus goes into the labyrinth to slay the minotaur. He takes with him Ariadne’s string, so 

that he can find his way out since he slays the minotaur. Theseus finally ends up in a room 

with columns (see worksheets) and to slay the minotaur he must start at a particular column 

and wind the string from column to column. Each line segment he creates (as defined by the 

string not making a corner) must be longer than the previous line segment. The more 

segments he is able to make, the better his chances are to slay the minotaur. 

If Theseus does this in less than 8 steps, he is killed by the minotaur. If he gets there in 8 

steps, he kills the minotaur, but he is mortally wounded in the process. If he gets there in 

more than 8 steps, he kills the minotaur and gets the girl. 

Start with the 5 × 5 problem and make it more complicated by moving to a 6 × 6, 7 × 7 or 8 × 

8 grid. 

 

 

These Trojan and Greek battle stats are great for looking at data, look at the different 

criteria and answer the questions below. 

 



 

 

Who wounded the most people? 

Who was the most lethal killer? 

Whose victim was asleep? 

Who would you most want to fight? Conversely, who wouldn’t you want to fight? 

Would you rather fight the Greeks or the Trojans? Why? 

 

More problems like these can be found here: 

http://www.mathematicshed.com/maths-myths-and-legends-shed.html 

 

 

 

http://www.mathematicshed.com/maths-myths-and-legends-shed.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science 

 

What are the following animal classifications? What makes an animal/ plant part of this group? 

Please write one paragraph detailing what a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird are. 

 

Choose one animal from each of these classifications and research their life cycles. Then choose 

two to compare and write a comprehensive paragraph outlining the similarities and differences to 

go with your life cycles. 

 

How do birds reproduce? 

What about daisies? 

Or even oak trees? 

 

 

Mindfulness 

Pavement Walk- create drawings of flowers, hearts, stars whatever takes your fancy on the 

pavement using chalk to cheer up other people walking by. 

 

Record 3 things that have made you happy or you are grateful for today.  

 

If the weather is nice, go for a walk with someone in your house. What can you see, hear and 

smell? Do you notice anything new? While out, take a moment to stand still and take some 

deep breaths; just enjoy the moment. 

 

Playing with balloons: This looks like a slow motion movie to watch. Play with just one balloon 

per child and pop them gently into the air with your hands, trying to keep them afloat. This is 

a good way of slowing down more active kids who still might need a little more movement to 

keep them engaged in mindful games. Their whole body and mind is engaged on a single focus. 

You can help keep the game going by keeping the balloon in play if it floats out of their reach. 

 

Texture bag: This is a tactile guessing game that engages their attention and curiosity and 

you can change the items each time you play. Place a collection of small, familiar objects of 

various textures into a bag (a rock, stick, leaf, marble, a squashy and fluffy toy etc). Have 

each child reach into the bag and feel something without taking it out of the bag. Have them 

describe it and guess what it is. 

 

Blindfolded taste tests: Do this with a variety of foods: vegetables, fruit, and dried fruit. 

Investigate one food item, such as a raisins, or a cranberries, using all of the senses, (sight, 

hearing, touch, smell, taste), as if you have never experienced it before. It's best not to use 

any tastes that they would dislike – like salt or chillies! 

 

Art 

Create your own Greek amphitheatre, parthenon or temple from items found around your 

home (a fab chance for upcycling here!). 

 

The Ancient Greeks are well known for their sculptures, do some research and recreate one 

(or more if you want to) using yourself to be the statue. Don’t forget to take a picture and 

share it! 

 

History/ Geography 

What do you know about the Ancient Greeks? Do you have any questions about them? What 

do you want to know about them? 

 

 

 



 

Research and collate a timeline of key events in Ancient Greece and how they relate to world 

events. 

 

Write a paragraph about Greece. Where is Greece? What continent is it in? Where 

hemisphere is it located in? How different is the climate compared to the UK? What 

geological features does it have? What makes the Greek islands special? You can use maps 

and images to support your work. 

 

What is legacy? What does this mean? Research the ancient Greeks and their legacy to the 

modern world. What did they introduce that is significant to our lives today? Olympics, 

writing, theatre, philosophy etc… Write a paragraph about the ancient Greeks and how they 

have influenced today’s society. 

 

Where do the Olympics originate from? Watch this clip from the Rio 2016 Olympics then 

answer the questions below: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=El1_ENLEmKA  

1. Was the Olympics like that in ancient Greek times? 

2. How was it different? 

3. When were the first Olympics? 

4. Why were the Olympics introduced? 

5. Where was it held? 

6. Who took part in the Olympics? 

7. What did the athletes wear? 

8. What sports were played? 

 

 

Design Technology 

 

Design (and if able, create) an outfit for a man or woman in Ancient Greece; what might they 

wear on an ordinary day or to the temple or to participate in the olympics? 

 

Upcycle a cardboard box into a chariot; remember to plan out your design first! Research the 

designs they used; what was the significance of the designs to the Ancient Greeks? Label 

your plan to explain your design choices. 

 

ICT 

 

Learn to touch type! Remember to be looking at the screen and not your fingers when 

practising. 

https://www.typingclub.com/ 

 

Log in to ‘Hour of Code’ and complete a project you are interested in. 

https://hourofcode.com/uk 

 

Create and present a timeline of the main events in Ancient Greece (you can video record or 

give screencastify a go!) 

 

PE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=El1_ENLEmKA
https://www.typingclub.com/
https://hourofcode.com/uk


 

Join Joe Wicks from 9-9:30am daily for fun exercises! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1 

Join Jaime at Cosmic Yoga for fun story telling yoga. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga 

 

Design and host a mini Olympics for your family, use items you have at home and make sure 

that the rules are clear! If you don’t have a lot of outside space at home maybe you could 

arrange for your Olympics to happen at a local park, make sure to stay safe while doing this! A 

minimum of 3 different events will give everyone a chance to get moving. 

 

Alternatively, you could use the following YouTube ideas: 

- Just Dance Kids 

- Five a Day fitness 

 

Democracy 

 

Over the last few months we have heard a lot about the government and decisions they are 

making which affect us all. This section is about where democracy came from and how it 

works here in the UK. Your task is, should you wish to uptake it, to create a presentation 

which can be shared with the rest of the class when we come back to school. Below are some 

questions which you can use to help you. 

 

- What is democracy? 

- Is it the only way of running a country? 

- What are the other ways? 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_and_Raven%27s_bases_of_power have a look on 

the right hand side of this webpage and ask an adult for support if you don’t 

understand the language) 

- How does the UK’s system work? 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwvqtfr/revision/1 might be useful for you 

but remember to put it into your own words because otherwise this is plagiarism!) 

- Where did all this come from? (remember that the theme of this project is the 

Ancient Greeks) 

- What are the key aspects of the ancient system? 

- What are the similarities and differences between the two systems? 

- If you could change one thing about the country, what would you change and why? Do 

the other members of your house agree? 

- Would you want to be prime minister? Remember to give some detail to back up your 

argument. 

 

Even more activities are available on the BBC bitesize website. There are 3 ‘lessons’ a day; 

English, Maths and one other subject which changes each day. They can be found here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zhgppg8/year-5-and-p6-lessons/1 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_and_Raven%27s_bases_of_power
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwvqtfr/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zhgppg8/year-5-and-p6-lessons/1

