
Year 2 Project 5 

The Victorians  
As part of our Beach Bonanza topic we will be learning about the Victorians. Prior to the Victorian 

period, people had very little interest in the beach. However, in the mid-1800s doctors started talking 

about the health benefits of the ocean. The invention of the steam train also benefited Victorians as 

they were now able to travel to towns further away for a small cost. Suddenly the Victorians became 

obsessed with beaches and began establishing what we know as the seaside today.   

 

But before we can begin learning about the beach, we need to learn more about the Victorians because 

they are a really important part of British history. This is partly because of the Industrial Revolution 

and the growth of the British Empire.  

Daily Expectations:  

 

There will be Maths work set on MyMaths every day, and Bug Club and TTRockstars is being 

monitored daily. It is a good idea for children to all work on either their handwriting or fine motor 

skills daily.  

 

Fine motor activities could include: 

- Cutting with scissors 

- Using a knife and fork 

- Lacing shoes 

- Playing with Playdoh 

- Colouring 

- Tracing shapes 

- Playing with Lego 

 

Phonics: 

 

Log in to PhonicsPlay to play Phase 5 and Phase 6 games.  

https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

Username: march20 

Password: home 

 

Teach Your Monster to Read:  

https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/ 

This is free on computers. For the app it costs 99p on Amazon or the Play/Apple stores.  

 

Spelling List: This is a list of words you are expected to know and use in year 2. Try to use as many 

words as you can in your writing throughout the project.  

 

 

 

https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/


 

Spelling: 

 

BBC Bitesize Prefixes: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8mxrwx/articles/z9hjwxs 

 

We are looking at suffixes. Look at the BBC Bitesize page to watch the videos and find out 

what they are if you are not sure.  

 

Prefixes change the meaning of the root word. We are looking at the prefixes: 

- un 

- anti 

- over 

 

Look at the following words. See if you can spot any spelling rules. Share them with us on 

Google classroom. 

 

Root word  Prefix  Root word  Prefix 

do  undo  joy  overjoyed 

done  undone  stay  overstay 

happy  unhappy  indulge   overindulge 

bacterial  antibacterial     

freeze  antifreeze     

virus  antivirus     

 

Can you think of any more examples? 

 

 

To help you learn the meaning and spelling you could: 

- Draw a picture of each word (turn this into a game by making cards - one with the word 

and one with a picture and practise pairing them up) 

- Create a mnemonic 

- Say them in silly voices that would help you remember the spelling (e.g Mrs Vas 

remembers how to spell Wednesday because she says ‘wed-nes-day’ inside her head) 

- Test yourself by creating sentence using the homophones 

- Highlight the bit you find tricky to spell 

- Rainbow writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8mxrwx/articles/z9hjwxs


 

Reading: 

 

It is important to read every day in order to improve our vocabulary and understanding. 

We don’t always have to read books though. We can read street signs, magazines, 

recipes, leaflets, subtitles… the list is endless! Here are some activities you can try at 

home to make reading fun.  

In a nutshell... 

 

Write a ten word 

summary of the pages 

(or book!)  you have just 

read. 

 

 

Dear diary... 

 

In first person as the main 

character, write a diary 

entry about something 

that has happened. 

 

Sam-I-Am... 

 

How are you similar to the 

character in the book? 

How are you different? 

Create a table/venn 

diagram. 

 

Word Detective... 

 

Find 10 words that you are 

unsure of the meaning and, 

using the sentence or an 

online dictionary, find the 

definition.  

 

Incredible Illustration... 

 

Choose the favourite 

page you’ve read today 

and create an illustration 

for it.  

 

Perfect Prediction... 

 

If you’re starting a new 

book, before you begin 

write three predictions 

you can make from the 

front cover! 

 

Front Cover... 

 

When you finish the book 

can you create a front 

cover? Remember - don’t 

give the story away! 

 

Act it out... 

 

Act out a scene from the 

book - can someone guess 

what’s happening? 

 

I say... 

 

Draw a thought bubble - 

what was a character 

thinking during the 

events of the page? 

 

Vocabulary Ninja... 

 

Find 5 words which add 

atmosphere to the book. 

Use them in your own 

sentence. 

 

Question Time... 

 

Write down 5 questions 

you’d want to ask the 

characters from the book.  

 

Decisions, decisions... 

 

Choose a decision the 

character has made. Do you 

think it was the right 

decision? Write reasons 

‘for’ and ‘against’.  

 

Hear Hear... 

 

Tell someone the 

favourite part of your 

book and why.  

 

 

Time to... 

 

Create a timeline for your 

book with 5 main events 

on.  

 

In the news... 

 

Write a newspaper report 

of an event from your 

book. Or, present the 

events of the book as a 

newsreporter. 

 

Valiant values... 

 

How did a character show 

our school values? Were 

they truthful, 

hard-working, resilient? 

How did the villain show 

they do not follow our 

school values?  

 

What other activities can you think of? 



 

 

 

Maths: 

 

There is a different challenge for you to complete on MyMaths each day. In addition, why 

don’t you try one of the following Maths challenges, they are all to do with consecutive 

numbers: 

 

1.  

 



2.  

 



3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Let’s immerse ourselves in the world of the Victorians! 

 

History: 

 

Look at the above image. How are the people of the Victorian era similar or different to 

people of today? Make a list in a table or even in a Venn diagram (see resources below for 

help). 

 

Research into the Victorians and record your findings creatively (for example a powerpoint, 

poster or a booklet). Find out: 

1) Who ruled during the Victorian era? 

2) What year did it start and end? 

3) What important events happened during the Victorian time period? 

 

Last time we asked you to create a timeline of your life, now create a timeline that includes: 

The Battle of Hastings, The Victorians, The Great Fire of London and when Roald Dahl and 

you were born. 

 

The Victorians are really famous because of the Industrial Revolution. It is a really important 

part of British history. 

Research into the Industrial Revolution. You might like to research about: 

1) Steam engines and trains  

2) Factories 

3) Sewing machines  

4) Gas lighting  

 

Below are some links to different resources that you could use to help you with your 

research: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcjxhyc/resources/1   BBC videos  

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/timeline/victorian.htm   Victorian timeline  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcjxhyc/resources/1
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/timeline/victorian.htm


 

Science: Plants 

 

During our plants topic, we would like to see you using the following vocabulary: 

- grow 

- nutrients 

- sunlight 

- soil 

- oxygen 

- carbon dioxide 

- temperature 

- germination 

- growth 

- survival 

- Light 

- Seed 

- Plants 

- healthy 

- bulb 

- Water 

 

Write (or talk to an adult or a sibling) a definition for each word. If you don’t know what a 

word means Google it or look it up in a dictionary. 

 

If you can plant a seed and observe how a plant grows. Keep a daily diary of your 

observations. Or observe our seed (Mrs Vas and Miss Goodwin will upload daily photographs of 

their seed onto the Google Classroom for you to observe if you cannot grow your own). 

Challenge: Plant 2 or more different types of seeds and observe the similarities and 

differences in how they grow. 

- Do the seeds look different? 

- Do they take a different length of time to sprout? 

- How quickly does each plant grow? 

- What do they look like? 

 

Take part in this BBC lesson about ‘What does a plant need to grow?’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpxnyrd/articles/zxxsyrd  

Do the quiz at the end and share your scores with us on the Google Classroom  

What are the basic needs of a plant? Create a poster of the basic needs of a plant to show 

your findings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpxnyrd/articles/zxxsyrd


 

English: 

 

The Victorians invented so many different things that we still use today e.g. The Penny 

Farthing, stamps, jelly babies (the sweets!), ice cream, easter eggs, rubber tyres, the 

telephone and cameras.  

A Penny-Farthing  

 

Choose one of these inventions to research. Create a poster or fact file about your chosen 

invention. You should include: 

- A title  

- Only interesting facts 

- Sub-headings- include paragraphs about who invented it, what it is used for and why, 

how much it would cost and how it has changed since the Victorian era until today 

- Fun fact boxes 

- Technical vocabulary 

- Image and a caption 

- Include a timeline of the objects history (This is a challenge! You will need to do lots 

of research) 

- Punctuation!!!! 

 

Research and write a fact file about William Morris. Mrs Vas will share a video with you soon 

where she will talk about William Morris so you could use this to help you. 

 

You should include: 

- A title  

- Only interesting facts 

- Sub-headings- include paragraphs about who invented it, what it is used for and why, 

how much it would cost and how it has changed since the Victorian era until today 

- Fun fact boxes 

- Technical vocabulary 

- Image and a caption 

- Punctuation!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Geography: 

 

 

Look at the two images of rural and urban Victorian era. Which one is rural and which one is urban? 

 

Write a paragraph describing the differences that you can see. You may want to find some of your 

own images. Try to use the key vocabulary in your paragraph: 

 

physical features  weather   human features: 

beach 

cliff 

land 

forest 

hill 

mountain 

sea 

ocean 

river 

soil 

valley 

season 

climate 

Vegetation 

equator 

country 

city 

continent 

largest 

smallest 

busy 

quiet 

population  

ruin 

spoil 

preserve 

hot 

cold 

sun 

rainfall 

wind speed 

city 

town 

village 

factory 

farm 

house 

office 

port 

harbour 

shop 

 

  

 

 

Words in pink are a challenge. How many can you use? 



 

DT:  

 

Follow the link below. It contains lots of Victorian recipes. Perhaps you could cook one at 

home with your grown up or watch one of the videos and write a sentence or two about your 

thoughts on eating it! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLx2QMoA1Th9deXXbo7htq21CUPqEPPGuc 

 

 

 

Art:  

 

We are looking at William Morris, a famous Victorian artist. He created designs that were 

printed on wallpaper and other textile materials that were used in people’s homes such as 

curtains. Mrs Vas will tell you more about him.  

 

Design a pattern of your own. Be creative! You could use a potato cut into a design or even 

your hands and feet! 

 

 

 

 

Music: 

 

Mr Wood, who works at Nightingale School, has created some amazing music lessons for you 

to try to learn the keyboard. Here is the link for the online piano: 

https://www.onlinepianist.com/virtual-piano  

 

Lesson 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqmF7nCc2Ds&t=6s  

 

Lesson 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTq6iDitIvs&t=11s  

 

Lesson 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AG_foafqvo&disable_polymer=true 

 

Lesson 4: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PI59jKe0Owk 

 

Lesson 5: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aE3Vr18eWSg 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLx2QMoA1Th9deXXbo7htq21CUPqEPPGuc
https://www.onlinepianist.com/virtual-piano
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqmF7nCc2Ds&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTq6iDitIvs&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AG_foafqvo&disable_polymer=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PI59jKe0Owk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aE3Vr18eWSg


PE:  

 

Join Joe Wicks from 9-9:30am daily for fun exercises! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1 

Join Jaime at Cosmic Yoga for fun story telling yoga. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga 

 

Alternatively, you could use the following YouTube ideas: 

- Just Dance Kids 

- Five a Day fitness 

- Cosmic kids yoga 

 

 

Mindfulness/PSHE: 

 

Blow soap bubbles and watch them float away. You can either use bubbles you have bought in 

the shop or make your own with a little washing up liquid and water, with a wand made from a 

pipe cleaner.  

 

 

Lie down somewhere comfy and imagine there is a balloon in your tummy. As you breathe in, 

imagine the balloon slowly inflates. As you breathe out, the balloon effortlessly deflates. 

Children can rest their favourite toy on their tummy and let them go along for a calming ride. 

 

If you are feeling a little bit anxious, find yourself somewhere comfortable to sit down. Make 

sure your room is quiet. Hold one of your hands up in a high five position. Then, as slowly as 

you can, trace around each finger with the other hand.   

 

Peace Out Guided Relaxation by Cosmic Kids: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAgUMTexJVs&list=PL8snGkhBF7njO0QvtE97AJFL3xZ

YQSGh5 

There are lots of different ones in this playlist.  

 

Play some games to help you relax. See this page on Childline for lots of fun and free games: 

https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/games/ 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAgUMTexJVs&list=PL8snGkhBF7njO0QvtE97AJFL3xZYQSGh5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAgUMTexJVs&list=PL8snGkhBF7njO0QvtE97AJFL3xZYQSGh5
https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/games/


Computing:  

 

Log in to ‘Hour of Code’ and complete a project you are interested in. 

https://hourofcode.com/uk 

 

Free App: Brushes Redux 

You can use this app to create amazing artwork. Try drawing a beautiful rainbow picture.  

 

CHALLENGING: Have a go at coding an algorithm on www.scratch.mit.edu   

How to use: https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/editor/?tutorial=getStarted 

 

 

 

   

https://hourofcode.com/uk
http://www.scratch.mit.edu/
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/editor/?tutorial=getStarted


History Resources 

 

Similarities  Differences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


