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Top ten facts about Elizabeth I 

  

1. Elizabeth was born on 7 September 1533. Her mother was Anne Boleyn, Henry 

VIII’s second wife.  

2. Elizabeth had a half-sister, Mary, and a half-brother, Edward. Both ruled England before she became queen. 

3. Elizabeth I was the last Tudor monarch – she never married. 

4. Elizabeth I is famous for having red hair, like her father Henry VIII. 

5. During Elizabeth I's reign lots of English explorers searched for new lands and treasures. The explorer Sir Francis Drake  was 

knighted by Elizabeth for services to his country. 

6. The time when Elizabeth I was Queen is known as England’s Golden Age. 

7. In 1588, the King of Spain, Philip I, sent a fleet of ships called the Armada to invade England, but they were defeated. Elizabeth gave a 

famous speech to encourage her troops at Tilbury. 

8. Elizabeth I wore thick white makeup to cover up scars on her face leftover from when she had smallpox. 

9. There were quite a few plots to assassinate Elizabeth I and put her cousin Mary Queen of Scots on the throne instead. The most 

famous is the Babington Plot. 

10. Elizabeth I died on 24 March 1603. She is buried in Westminster Abbey. 
 

There were six Tudor monarchs who ruled 

England from 1485 to 1603. 2. Tudor England 

had two of the strongest monarchs ever to 

sit on the English throne: Henry VIII & his 

daughter Elizabeth I. The 44 years in which 

Elizabeth I ruled England are called the 

Golden Age, because England was very 

prosperous.  

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/king-henry-viii
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/king-henry-viii
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/tudors
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/sir-francis-drake
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/the-spanish-armada
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/mary-queen-of-scots


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                      

The Golden Hinde ship layout 

 

1. Stern (Back of the ship also officers toilet area) 

Poop deck (Drake painted sea shores from this 

deck) 

2. Great cabin (Officers mess) 

3. Armoury 

4. Galley 

5. Manger for live animals 

6. Beakhead (Toilet for non officers) 

7. Ratlines (For climbing masts and yards) 

8. Fighting top (High platform for defence & 

attack) 

Golden Hind galleon ship story 

The Golden Hind was an English galleon best known 

for her circumnavigation of the globe between 1577 

and 1580, captained by Sir Francis Drake. She was 

originally known as Pelican, but was renamed by 

Drake mid-voyage in 1578, as he prepared to enter 

the Strait of Magellan, calling her Golden Hind to 

compliment his patron, Sir Christopher Hatton, 

whose crest was a golden 'hind' (a female deer). 

Sir Francis Drake (1540-1596) – Sir Francis Drake was the 

first English person to sail around the world. He helped to 

defeat the first Spanish Armada in 1588. 

Sir Walter Raleigh (c. 1554-1618) – Sir Walter Raleigh was 

a famous explorer and trader, and began colonies in 

America. He named the state of Virginia after Elizabeth I. 
 

The main benefit of 

exploration around 

this time was to 

open up trade 

routes with 

countries around 

the world.  


