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Dear Parents,

Nick Osborne 

CEO 

 
 
 

It has been such a pleasure to welcome children back into our 
schools!  After a very long time apart it has been fantastic for the 

children to enjoy being back in school, having face to face learning 
with their teachers and having social interaction with their friends.  
We have been so impressed by the adaptability the children have 

shown and the ability they have to cope with the constant changes 
and challenges of recent months.  

 
I would like to thank all of our Maritime staff who have worked 

tirelessly behind the scenes to settle children back into school, giving 
them the opportunity to reconnect with their peers and teachers and 

also re-establishing routines.  Thank you for your support in 
preparing children for the return to school, your support has really 

helped with the transition.  
 

Despite lockdown, our children have been busy enjoying some fun 
activities both in school and at home for Comic Relief and World 

Book Day as you can see from some of the photos in the newsletter.  
We have also had lots of amazing entries for our Maritime Cooking 
Challenge and we look forward to sharing the Cookbook with you 

next term.  I hope you all enjoy the Easter break!
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Updates

Over the past few months Maritime Schools and crucially our children have been benefiting from a 
range of IT investments and upgrades. Here's some of what has been achieved: 

a) 451 new laptops bought for our children following successful applications to the DFE scheme to 
improve access to devices during covid. 

b) Investment of over £25,000, again funded through DFE grants, for upgrading our Wifi and 
networks across those Maritime schools which needed it to ensure every school can make the most 
of the IT available. 

c) 24 new teacher laptops bought, funded by DFE grants, to ensure every teacher has a high quality 
device.

d) Saved thousands of pounds for our schools by re-tendering our broadband and printer services in 
some of our schools, with those savings going straight back into the school's 
budgets. 

IT investment across Maritime Schools

Susan Matheson, Chief Operating O�cer
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Welcome back!

All of our schools have been so happy to welcome pupils back into school this term after such a long 
time apart.  Here are just some of the lovely banners and cakes the children enjoyed courtesy of 
Taylor Shaw, our school catering company in Greenwich and Featherby.

Brooklands Primary School Featherby Infant School

Millennium Primary School

Timbercroft Primary School



Barnsole Primary School
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Address: Barnsole Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 2JG

Website: www.barnsoleprimary.medway.sch.uk

Email: office@barnsoleprimary.medway.sch.uk

Telephone: 01634 333400

In the first week back, the children were enjoying 
looking for the first signs of Spring with Mrs 
Freeman! They noticed the birds, bugs, bees and 
flowers starting to make an appearance again!

Socially distanced ‘Quidditch’ in 
Year 3 and just a few of our 
masked readers enjoying  the 
challenge of who is behind  the 
mask for World Book Day!

Red nose day was Friday 19th March. The theme this year was around 
unleashing humour, laughter and the superhero in us all! The challenge 
was to dress up as your superhero! This could have been someone 
from a film, your family or a profession (e.g. a healthcare worker). We 
had some amazing costumes! We had a teacher at Barnsole, a doctor 
and a spaceman!

Spring

World Book day

Red nose day



Bligh Primary School
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Address: Bligh Way, Strood, Rochester, Kent, ME2 2XJ

Website: www.blighprimaryschool.co.uk

Email: office@bligh-maritime.org 

Telephone: 01634 336220

At Bligh Primary School the children, parents and school staff have been enjoying 'Fun Fridays'.

From Mad Hat day to wearing something yellow it has been a great way to show that no matter what 
Bligh is always a fun place to be!  We have been amazed with the effort our staff and children have 
put in with costumes. 

Fun Fridays!

At Bligh we invited children, staff and even parents
and carers to come to school dressed up as their
favourite superhero whilst donating to this
amazing cause. As well as taking the opportunity
to be part of something positive, we also used Red
Nose Day as a learning opportunity. We explored
the issues facing young people across the world
and how the money we raise can help.

Red Nose Day

World Book Day - we 

dressed up as our 

favourite book 

characters!

Wear 

something 

yellow!

National pistachio day - we dressed up nutty!

We enjoyed 

some fun in 

the snow! Crazy hat day - we wore our craziest hats!



Brooklands Primary School
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Address: Medebourne Close, Blackheath, London, SE3 9AB

Website: www.brooklandsschool.org.uk

Email: info@brooklands-maritime.org

Telephone: 020 8852 8210

'Brooklands in Bloom'

Following our 'Brooklands in Bloom' event from 
last year, the blooms are coming out again this 
year. Daffodils and tulips flowering once again! 
The school is looking lovely with all these 
Spring colours.

"The Tiger Who Came to Tea" library kitchen

We were so excited to show the children our brand new section in the library. We based it on 
"The Tiger who came to tea", an extremely popular children's book. We've created a kitchen 
in the library, which looks like the kitchen in the story! We hope the corner will become a 
place where children can enjoy reading and have a look around the kitchen! We would like to 
say a big thank you to Claire and anchor-signmakers.co.uk for creating the kitchen for us!

Not only have we created the "The Tiger Who Came to Tea" library space, we have also updated more of 
the library space, to make it more magical for all the children to enjoy!



Danecourt School
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Address: Hotel Road, Gillingham, ME8 6AA

Website: www.danecourtschool.com

Email: office@danecourt.bptrust.org

Telephone: 01634 232589

We were very lucky to receive £3400 from FADS. The money is going to be put towards purchasing 
additional sensory equipment for our new multi-sensory room and sensory integration room. In 
addition we will be using some of the money to buy equipment for our new food tech room, which 
we are hoping to have up and running after the Easter break.
 
We are also working hard on something very special that we will be launching next term. We are 
keeping it all under wraps for the moment, but it will be super exciting so please keep an eye out!!

Welcome Back!

It has been great to have all of the children back in school since 8th March 2021. We have been 
incredibly proud of the way in which the children have settled back into school, after what has 
been for so many, a long time out of school.
 

Satellites

The consultation finished on the 5th March for the satellites at Featherby and Bligh and we are 
now waiting to hear from the DfE to find out whether our proposal has been successful. The 
comments and overall support for the satellite provisions was incredibly positive, with the vast 
majority of those responding, fully supporting the proposal. 

 
Friends of Danecourt School (FADS)

Red Nose Day

On Friday 19th March, Danecourt took part in Red Nose Day.  
The theme for this year was superheroes and the great 
outdoors.   Children came into school in superhero and red 
clothes.  Lots of super charged activities took place 
throughout the classes for the children to enjoy!



Ebbsfleet Green Primary 

School
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Address: Bligh Way, Strood, Rochester, Kent, ME2 2XJ

Website: www.ebbsfleetgreenprimary.org.uk

Email: info@ebbsfleetgreenprimary.org.uk 

Telephone: 01987 591 627

A community of life-long learners
Throughout the term, our children have continued to amaze us with their  
fantastic learning. We are incredibly proud of all of our children and their  
commitment to their learning which goes beyond knowledge acquisition to  
encompass life and functional skills, preparing them for relationships, roles 
and responsibilities which are not yet known in today’s society. From home-
made baking to creating their own scientific investigation films, our children 
love to embrace a challenge. 
             

Through collaborative outcomes, our children showcase 
excellence and expertise, instilling in them confidence and self-
belief whilst raising aspirations and bringing the wider 
community together. We always encourage children to be proud 
of who they are and recognise what they can achieve when they 
believe in themselves. 

This term, we came together as an Ebbsfleet Green Community, 
both at home and at school, to celebrate World Book Day. We 
were delighted to see all of the children in their costumes and 
were amazed by all of the home reading dens they created - we 
are so very proud of all of our children.

A state-of-the-art building 

In preparation for our grand opening in September, our main 
school building continues to transform right in front of our very
eyes. The children are all very excited to see the building evolve 
and they love updating everyone at school about what is 
happening on the site.  This month, they loved taking part in our 
Crane Competition, seeing our ‘Shadow Banner’ being put up and 
sharing our flythrough video with each other – they are amazed 
by the food technology room, supporting the ambitions of the 
chefs of tomorrow at Ebbsfleet Green, and all of the outdoor 
space we will have, including our very own lake!



Featherby Infant and 

Junior School
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Address: Infants, Allington Road, Gillingham,

Kent, ME8 6PD • Juniors, Chilham Road,
Gillingham ME8 6BT

Website: www.featherby-jun.medway.sch.uk

Email: admin@fpsmat.org

Telephone: 01634 231072 (Infant) 01634 
231984 (Junior)

Settling back in

When the announcement was made that all 
children would be returning to school on March 
the 8th, following the latest lockdown, the staff 
at Featherby thought long and hard about the 
transition back into school for all.  For those 
that had been home learning and also for 
those that had been learning in small groups as 
key workers and vulnerable children in school 
there would potentially be hurdles to 
overcome. Featherby is very much a values led 
school and it was decided that a series of 
lessons would be planned around the school 
values of  Unity, Aspiration, Resilience, Respect, 
Trust and Responsibility. The book that was 
chosen to base these lessons around was "Can 
I build another me?" by Shinsuke Yoshitake. 
"Can I Build Another Me?" follows a child’s 
hilarious, wildly inventive train of thought as he 
decides to make a clone of himself – and starts 
to ponder what makes him HIM.

A member of staff with training in this field 
wrote an outline of ways that each lesson 
planned for the Values led recovery week could 
aid children's mental wellbeing. 

A sensory garden is all about stimulating and 
engaging the five basic senses of sight, smell, 
sound, touch and taste. This type of garden not 
only allows you to connect to nature but 
encourages you to become more aware of your 
surroundings and your response to them, tapping 
into the principles of mindfulness.

We were very grateful to receive over £1700 from 
the CO-OP community fund for this project and 
that is solely thanks to the Featherby Family for 
nominating their points to the project. We will be 
using this money to develop an exciting sensory 
garden.

We need you! Calling all enthusiasts! We are 
calling on members of our local community, for 
both skills and resources.  We would really love 
you to get in touch if you have anything that could 
support the sensory garden including any links in 
the community and sponsorship opportunities.

Exciting news! Sensory Garden!

At Featherby, we are starting the process of 
creating a 'Featherby Forest School' area on our 
school field and we have been asking for help! We 
are looking for sponsors for resources for this new 
exciting area. We are looking for things like a shed, 
natural materials i.e. trees and tree trunks, plants, 
wood etc. 

Featherby Forest School



Greenacres Primary School
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Address: Witherston Way. Eltham, London
SE9 3JN

Website: www.greenacres.org.uk

Email: office@gpsmat.org 

Telephone: 020 8857 4965

Greenacres Gets Even Greener!

Since Lockdown 2020, Team Greenacres have 
been working hard on revolutionising our 
outdoor environment. It started with the new 
beds last summer and the painting of our Hot 
House.  Patiently, we waited – through the 
autumn and winter – to this month where 
teams of staff and children have sowed an 
array of different seeds ready for a summer 
harvest of fruit and vegetables.  We have  
planted fruit trees too which we can’t wait to 
see in bloom!   Our K.S.2. playground will be a 
gardener’s paradise!

Huge thanks go to our wonderful P.T.A. who 
have lovingly nurtured tomato plants from 
seed and donated them to  every class in 
Greenacres;  we are holding our very first 
Enterprise Festival this summer (G.E.F.) and 
children are busy researching tomato recipes.  
We will be holding taste trials and competitions 
and taking take away orders as well so we 
hope everyone likes tomatoes!           

We don’t want K.S.1 to be left out either; they are going to 
be having a new Story Garden with a Willow Arch as it's 
entrance.  We are looking forward to sitting in a place of 
tranquillity with a good book this summer and will be 
inviting  our local community to join us.  

Lockdown and Covid19 have brought us many trials and 
tribulations but also the time to consider what we value 
and we thank our amazing team for making this happen.           



Hook Lane Primary School
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Address: Faraday Road, Welling, Kent DA16 2ET

Website: www.hooklaneprimary.co.uk

Email: info@hooklane-maritime.org

Telephone: 0208 303 3839

Our children have amazed us with their resilience, their motivation and their ability to create a 
new pandemic round our school - a contagion of smiling! Our headline story this month has to 
be the excellent learning that is taking place around the school with a focus on English and 
Maths, going back over the curriculum areas covered already over the past year to ensure that 
these are well learned whilst also moving forward to exciting new learning. Our afternoons are 
filled with Science, Music, PE, Art, Geography, History etc as we continue to provide a broad, 
interesting curriculum packed full of meaningful connections and content. A massive thank you 
to our whole school community, children and their families and staff for continuing to support 
one another and make a success of every new scenario presented to us. 

Last week, Mrs Reed visited both Tesco and B&Q to find resources for Year 2's Science topic 
about plants. She came away with hundreds of pounds worth of donations - enough to 
resource planting topics in Years 1, 2 and 3 and to improve the outdoor areas around our 
school. 

Many thanks to Tesco and B&Q for their generosity and to Mrs Reed for her resourcefulness! 



Millennium Primary School
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Address: 50 John Harrison Way, Greenwich
London, SE10 0BG

Website: www.millenniumprimary.org.uk

Email: info@millennium-maritime.org

Telephone: 020 8858 0394

Basic Skills Quality Mark Award

Millennium, have recently been working towards the  
Primary Quality Mark Award. On Friday 12th March, 
the assessor did a virtual visit to the school to 
complete the initial assessment and we have now 
received confirmation that we have achieved the 
award!

To achieve a Quality Mark, schools have to undergo 
an assessment, carried out by an external accredited 
assessor, against the 10 ‘Elements’ of the Quality Mark 
framework. These cover key aspects of the school’s 
improvement agenda, including the identification and 
analysis of the school’s needs; strategic planning; 
target setting for improvement; intervention and 
support for pupils under-achieving or under-attaining; 
provision of quality in both teaching and in resources; 
staff development; and active engagement with 
families. 

Spring has arrived!

Spring has finally arrived at Millennium Primary School.  Our nursery children have been busy filling
and decorating their bug hotel. We're excited to see what bugs decide to stay there during Spring
and Summer.  Watch this space!



Nightingale Primary School
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Address: Bloomfield Road, Woolwich, London, 
SE18 7JJ

Website: www.nightingaleprimary.org.uk

Email: info@nightingale-maritime.org

Telephone: 020 8854 6838

On Friday 12th February we had our first celebration of 
learning for this academic year. It was an opportunity for 
families to engage in exciting learning together via live 
online lessons. Throughout the day there was a varied
timetable which included, yoga, salt dough making, 
Chinese new year crafts and beginners Greek. It was 
fantastic seeing so many children enjoying learning new 
things with their parents and siblings. Feedback from 
families was great too, for example; "Thank you for 
organising today’s activities. Both Marek (y3) and Elliott (y6) 
enjoyed it very much (they attended Greek, yoga and 
Designing an Island). All teachers were superb and boys 
had great fun and learnt a lot, too i.e. full success. Thank 
you again! Have a restful holiday".

This year we decided to move away from the usual ‘dress 
as a book character’ idea and tried some new activities for 
Book Week. The Masked Reader was a huge success. Staff 
disguised themselves and produced a film of them reading 
a book which was shared with the school community. The 
children loved listening to the stories and trying to guess 
who the reader was.

Celebration of Learning

Book Week

They were also set the challenge of creating a potato book 
character. There were some fantastic entries, a few of 
which can be seen here. Mr Wicks made them into a video 
‘Potatoes on Parade’ so that all the children and parents 
could see the wonderful creations.



Timbercroft Primary School
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Email: info@timbercroft-maritime.org

Telephone: 020 8854 6915

Address: Timbercroft Lane, Plumstead
London, SE18 2SG

Website: www.timbercroft.greenwich.sch.uk

At Timbercroft we are working hard to raise the profile of spelling. We know how children love a bit of 
a competition so we recently held our very first Sponsored Spelling competition during the recent 
lockdown. The children were given a list of 50 words from the common exception words in the 
National Curriculum to learn and were asked to gather some sponsors per word, before their parents 
acted as Spelling Masters and put them to the test. 

We raised almost £500 through sponsorship and, 
more importantly, children were using different 
strategies to help them learn their spellings, which 
they can bring back to the classroom. The money 
raised will go towards resources to support our 
return to school after the recent lockdown. 

Due to the fantastic engagement we plan to make 
this a termly event and hope those to come will 
continue to get bigger, better and have a positive
impact on children’s progress and attainment in 
their spelling. 

Our caterpillars have arrived in year 2! We will be using them to study life cycles and hopefully see 
them transform into butterflies.

Sponsored Spelling Competition 

Year 2 Caterpillars



Maritime Cooking Challenge

We've had some incredible recipes submitted for our Maritime Cooking Challenge. It's been 
wonderful to see the children and their families get involved, planning, budgeting and cooking 
some purse friendly healthy meals.   Feedback from the children and their parents has been 
incredibly positive.  The children loved taking part and creating their own unique recipes to share 
with the wider Maritime community in the Maritime Cookbook.  

Keep an eye on our social media for the release of the Maritime 

Cookbook next term. Remember to tag us @MaritimeMAT if you 

try out one of the recipes!
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Nursery Places
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Isolation Guidance



Keep informed

Insert any upcoming events including (but not limited to):@MaritimeMAT

@MaritimeAcademyTrust

www.tes.com/jobs/employer/maritime-
academy-trust-1162586

Telephone: 020 8858 0394
Email: info@maritimeacademytrust.org

Suggestions

We are always keen to receive your feedback. 

Please email your suggestions to Rebecca Byrne 
at rbyrne@matoffice.org 


