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Welcome to our 3rd Safeguarding Newsletter
January 2022

Arthur Labinjo-Hughes and Keeping Children Safe

In December you may have heard the news regarding
the dreadful details surrounding the abuse suffered by,
and the death of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes. Arthur lived in
Solihull, and while he was not part of our school
community it was difficult not to share in the community
grief.
It’s not an easy read, but if you are unfamiliar with the
events that happened, you can read it here.

This half term’s newsletter is intended to serve as a reminder to us all about our
shared responsibilities to keep the children in our school, our local and our wider
community safe from neglect, abuse and trauma in whatever ways we can.
Children from all walks of life, all social backgrounds, all income levels, all
ethnicities, all ages can be victims of neglect and abuse. We can never assume
that children we know and care about are not experiencing harm at the hands of
a trusted person, or at the hands of a stranger – we are all required to be
vigilant to protect those too vulnerable to protect themselves.

In most cases our children are safe, healthy, happy and thriving but for some
children this is not the case, and it is for those children that we must be forever
aware, attentive and willing to intervene. We are not asking our families to
assume the mantle of Social Workers but we are asking you to think about this
little boy and ensure that we are a school family committed to the safety and
care of all young people in our reach.

Our first newsletter introduced you to our DSLs and their role. Please take time
to refamiliarise yourselves with that newsletter.

Every family is encouraged to sign our reasonable chastisement letter that was
modelled by the Met Police and the Lead Authority Designated Officer (LADO) for
Greenwich.

We all agree that children need boundaries and strategies for children to behave
do not always go to plan - most parents would agree with this. However, some
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parents seem to disregard the law and think that any chastisement is their
parental right.

The law
UK law protects every child up to the age of 18 years from cruel and abusive
treatment by their parents and carers.
• It is against the law for a parent to use physical punishment on their child that
causes marks.
• It is illegal to use an implement to hit a child. (e.g. belt, slipper, stick, spoon)
• Parents who cause deliberate harm to their child could face criminal
prosecution.
• It is against the law for anyone who is not the child's parent to use ANY form
of physical punishment.

If a child makes a disclosure to a member of staff which incorporates
any of the above, the DSL will contact the Police and/or Children’s

Services and will act on the advice provided.

If you believe that a child is in immediate danger of harm you must phone 999
and advise the Police of your
concerns. They will make
necessary checks and you will not
be in trouble if your concern
proves to be unfounded. You can
remain anonymous.

Some children may have
behavioural difficulties and
parents may need to seek help
themselves. Not everyone is
aware that child-to-adult abuse is
a very serious issue. Mothers are
most likely to be the targets of
this violence; however, all family
members can be at risk. And the
issue cuts across all of society.
The violence and abuse may be verbal, psychological, physical, or financial with
young people engaged in a variety of behaviours designed to dominate, threaten
or coerce parents or other family members.
It’s important to remember that child-to-parent violence and abuse in the family
exists across all communities, social classes, cultural background and geographic
area. It can happen in any family! Abuse is never okay!



Here are some websites you can contact for help if you need help with your
child’s behaviour in order to avoid chastisement or for more information on how
to de-escalate situations.

MIND:
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/guides-to-support-and-services/a
buse/
NSPCC:
NSPCC helpline for adults – 0808 800 5000
Childline – 0800 1111 – www.childline.org.uk
FAMILY LIVES:
0808 800 2222; www.familylives.org.uk
YOUNG MINDS:
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-helpline-and-webchat/
NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:
Helpline – 0808 2000 247
Respect – 0808 802 4040; www.respect.uk.net
FAMILY ACTION:
Worried about… parenting?
Family members aged 18 years old and over from anywhere in England, Wales
and the Isle of Man can get in touch with our free and confidential FamilyLine
service via telephone, text message, web chat or email.

Opening times
Monday to Friday, 9am to 9pm
Contact details
Telephone: 0808 802 6666
Text message: 07537 404 282
Email: familyline@family-action.org.uk
Live web chat: www.family-action.org.uk/familyline

Keep safe everyone
The DSL Team
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